


Historical Background: The Native American peoples from which this story originates
(the Haida, the Tsimshian, and the Tlingit) are considered to be some of the weaithiest
peoples because their food source was the most abundant. This combined with the
moderate climate they resided in gave them time to develop a rich cultural heritage.
Known for their striking arts and crafts, mythological dramas, and their potlatch
feasts. Also known for the totem poles that made them famous, started carving them
between 1774 and 1779. They were sold when American and European ships sailed up
the Pacific Coast, bringing them their first iron tools and lots of trade.
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