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Historically

Junior High

- Created in the early 20th century, due to growing disapproval of the
8-4 plan (8 years of Elementary, Y years of High School)

« Many disapproved of the small proportion of students selected for
specialized education in preparation for college

+ The Junior High School held its place as part of the new 6-3-3 plan
created (b years of Elementary (K-£], 3 of Junior High [1-9), and 3 of
tigh School [0-12])

- Focus of Junior High Schools was on an academically based curriculum
for these seeking higher education, and a vocational based curriculum
for those going straight to the workforce

+ Eventually began focusing equally on the social and personal
development of students

= Came to be the quiding principle” of Junior High Schools
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Middle school

» Development began most rapidly in the mid to late 20th century

» Created fo focus more on meeting the developmental needs of
students

- Theorists Eichhorn and Alexander conducted vast amounts of
research which supported the grouping of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade
students to be most developmentally appropriate

- Sought to continue positive practices of the Junior High, while
discouraging High School aspects

« i.e. competitive sports, honor societies, etc.

Rationale

- frewdk Ludeni etk rare sl g
achiging e o, inoeder o hethr preper
e e igher shwcalin

erund, snd vl reeds of chaders iy




Junior High

- Created in the early 20th century, due to growing disapproval of the
8-4 plan (8 years of Elementary, 4 years of High School)

» Many disapproved of the small proportion of students selected for

specialized education in preparation for college

« The Junior High School held its place as part of the new 6-3-3 plan
created (6 years of Elementary [K-6], 3 of Junior High [)-9], and 3 of
High School [10-12])
« Focus of Junior High Schools was on an academically based curriculum
for those seeking higher education, and a vocational based curriculum
for those going straight to the workforce
- Eventually began focusing equally on the social and personal
development of students

- Came to be the "quiding principle” of Junior High Schools




Rationale

- Provide students with more dcademically rigorous
schooling earlier on, in order to better prepare
them for higher education

- Help middle aged students focus on building toward

college or vocational futures
- Eventually made meeting the developmental,
personal, and social needs of students a priority




Middle school

- Development began most rapidly in the mid to late 20th century
» Created to focus more on meeting the developmental needs of
students
» Theorists Eichhorn and Alexander conducted vast amounts of
research which supported the grouping of 6th, /th, and 8th grade
students to be most developmentally appropriate
» Sought to continue positive practices of the Junior High, while
discouraging High School aspects

+ i.6. competitive sports, honor societies, etc.




Rationale

- Avoid "mistakes” of Junior High
- Create a student-centered experience that will
meet the developmental needs of students as

individuals
» Grouping students into a school with the most
developmentally equal peers




