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The XFL Draft

History
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The XFI, which stands for the Extreme Football League, was a
prolessional American [ootball leagne. Created by WWE
owner Vince McMahon, itlasted for one season during 2001.
The goal of the league was to bring the two violence-driven
sports of wrestling and football together in one arena. The
leagne consisted of 8 teams that played a ten game secason. It
was a single-entily league. It was meant to build on the
success of the NFL and WWE. It was hyped as "real” football
without penalties for roughness and with fewer rules in
general. *1
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The XFL, which stands for the Extreme Football League, was a
professional American foothall league. Created by WWE
owner Vince McMahon, it lasted for one season during 2001.
The goal of the league was to bring the two violence-driven
sports of wrestling and foothall together in one arena. The
league consisted of 8 teams that played a ten game season. It
was a single-entity league. It was meant to build on the
success of the NFL and WWE. It was hyped as "real" football
without penalties for roughness and with fewer rules in
general.*1
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‘The XFL Draft

The draft for the XFL took place from
October 28, 2000 to October 30, 2000 and
consisted of 59 rounds. 475 players were
selected overall from a pool of around 1600
eligible players. On December 29, 2000, a
supplemental draft took place and 65
additional players were selected to the 8
teams. Some of the players selected in this
draft were either former NFL, CFL, or NFL
Europe players, or went on to play in one
of the three leagues once the XFL folded.



4"The 2001 Season

The opening game was playved on February 3, 2001,
immediately after the Super Bowl. The first game was
between the New York/New Jersey Hitmen and the Las
Vegas Outlaws. The game ended with a 19-o victory for the
Outlaws, and was watched on NBC by an estimated 14
million viewers. Although the XFL began with better-than-
expected TV ratings (the opening-week games actually
delivered ratings double those of what NBC had promised
advertisers and the Saturday broadcast had more viewers
than the NFL Pro Bowl) and fair publicity, the audience
declined sharply after the first week of the season, going
from a 9.5 rating to a 4.6 in just one week,|9| and the media
attacked the league for what was perceived as a poor
quality of play.
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Aside o the ebvious differenees sie

4 Pros and Cons of the,
League

Wfere it it mm

The idea behind the league was a good
one. It provided a way for foothall
fanatics to watch professional football
during the NFL offseason. Also, due to
its wrestling connection, the
atmosphere surrounding the XFL was an
exciting one. However, due to faulty
business planning and ill-conceived
decisions, the league imploded. There
were ways to make it better.
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