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Hollywood was established in 1853, with a single adobe hut on land
outside Los Angeles, California. Growing crops was so successful
there that by 1870, Hollywood became a thriving agricultural
community.

One of its most notable historic figures was real estate tycoon,
Harvey Henderson Wilcox and his wife, Daeida, who moved to Los
Angeles from Topeka, Kansas, in the 1880s. Wilcox, having lost the
use of his legs from a bout with typhoid fever prior to moving out
west, bought 160 acres of land west of the city, at the foothills near
the Cahuenga Pass.

The town's name came from Daeida, who, while on a train trip met a
woman that described her country home in Ohio, that had been
named for the Dutch settlement of Hollywood. Liking the name,
Daeida christened their ranch "Hollywood," upon her return.

On February 1, 1887, Wilcox submitted a grid map of his new town to
the Los Angeles County recorder's office. This was the first official
document with the name "Hollywood" printed on it. The first street
in town was named Prospect Avenue, but was later changed to
Hollywood Boulevard, where city lots were carved out around dirt
avenues and pepper trees. At one time, English holly was planted g
the area, but it didn't survive in the arid climate.




2e hut on lan
0 successful
agricultural

ate tycoon,
moved to Los
aving lost the
) moving out

- foothills near

train trip met a
at had been
g the name,
her return.

is new town to
e first official
Ihe first street
changed to

it around dirt
wvas planted |



By 1900, Hollywood had a population of 500, a
post office, a newspaper, a hotel, and two markets.
In neighboring Los Angeles, through seven miles of
orange groves, the population had reached
100,000. There was a single-track streetcar line
that twisted its way along Prospect Avenue, on an
irregular schedule, into the city on a two-hour trip.
By 1902, the first portion of the famous Hollywood
Hotel was built. A new trolley car system was
installed in 1904, cutting the travel time
dramatically. The system was called the "Hollywood
Boulevard!' Due to its ongoing struggles to maintain
an adequate water supply, residents voted to have
Hollywood annexed by the City of Los Angeles and
its new aqueduct system.
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STURIOS FLEE TO
HOLLYWOO0D

In the early 1900s, filmmakers began moving to the Los

Angeles area to get away from the strict rules imposed by

Thomas Edison's Motion Picture Patents Company in New

Jersey. Since most of the moviemaking patents were owned by

Edison, independent filmmakers were often sued by Edison to
stop their productions.

To escape his control, and because of the ideal weather
conditions and varied terrain, moviemakers began to arrive in
Los Angeles to make their films. If agents from Edison's
company came out west to find and stop these filmmakers,
adequate notice allowed for a quick escape to Mexico.
Working without disturbance from Edison, the Biograph
Company moved west with actors Blanche Sweet, Lillian Gish,

Mary Pickford, Lionel Barrymore, and others, to make their

films. After beginning filming in Los Angeles, the company
kcided to explore the neighboring area and stumbled acrosg
Hollywood.




