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Qing Dynasty

- Under the rule of the Qing Dynasty, China was
a very conservative and unchanged nation

- China viewed itself as the middle kingdom,
center of the world

« China's population was rapidly increasing and
began struggling with rapid food shortages
and famine




Chinese and Foreign
Trade

During the early stages of the 18th century China was in control of
the western trade

The west were only allowed to trade amongst the Cohong System
The Cohong families controlled all negotiations and trade with the

west.

1720 - The Chinese “Co-Hong"” system is established
in Canton and other trading ports, creating a wealthy class
of civil servants to regulate foreign trade.




Chinese and Foreign
Trade

- The west were frustrated with
the loss of silver being traded
to China

- The British East India
Company began selling the
drug opium

- Opium was highly addictive




Chinese and Foreign
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- A chinese sketch representing an
English solider

- The chinese artist negatively depicts
the west

- The Chinese see them as uncultured
animals




Chinese and Foreign
Trade

- Chinese wanted nothing to do with
the drug

- Chinese society attempted to
eradicate all existing stock of opium
- The west ignored China and the sale
continued

- China attempted war, but failed.




Positive Responses to Western
Imperialism

- Believed China should learn from
the west

- strengthen armed forces

- establish a shipyard and arsenal in
each trading port




