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Introduction

While the Bible is a unified book, there are differences between the Old
Testament and the New Testament. In many ways, they are
complementary. The Old Testament is foundational; the New Testament
builds on that foundation with further revelation from God. The Old
Testament establishes principles that are seen to be illustrative of New
Testament truths. The Old Testament contains many prophecies that are
fulfilled in the New. The Old Testament provides the history of a people;
the New Testament focus is on a Person. The Old Testament shows the
wrath of God against sin (with glimpses of His grace); the New Testament
shows the grace of God toward sinners (with glimpses of His wrath).




Differences

The Old Testament prophecies related to the coming of Christ, although
incredibly detailed, contain a certain amount of ambiguity that is cleared
up in the New Testament. For example, the prophet Isaiah spoke of the
death of the Messiah (Isaiah 53) and the establishing of the Messiah’s
kingdom (Isaiah 26) with no clues concerning the chronology of the two
events—no hints that the suffering and the kingdom-building might be
separated by millennia. In the New Testament, it becomes clear that the
Messiah would have two advents: in the first He suffered and died (and
rose again), and in the second He will establish His kingdom.




Similarities

The Old Testament prophecies related to the coming of Christ,
although incredibly detailed, contain a certain amount of
ambiguity that is cleared up in the New Testament. For example,
the prophet Isaiah spoke of the death of the Messiah (Isaiah 53) and
the establishing of the Messiah’s kingdom (Isaiah 26) with no clues
concerning the chronology of the two events—no hints that the
suffering and the kingdom-building might be separated by
millennia. In the New Testament, it becomes clear that the Messiah
would have two advents: in the first He suffered and died (and rose
again), and in the second He will establish His kingdom.
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