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Studied grasshoppers to better understand how sex cells form.

A sperm is the male sex cell. An egg is the female sex cell.

He noticed and examined the movement of chromosomes during
the formation of sex cell.

Sutton hypothesized that chromosomes were the key to understanding
how offspring come to have traits similar to those of their parents.
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Sutton found that grasshopper Inherlt:

body cells have 24 chromosomes,
but sex cells only have 12.

One chromosome in each pair came from
the male parent, while other chromosome
came from the female parent.

Sutton concluded that the chromosomes
carried Mendel's hereditary factors, or
genes, from one generation to the next.

This was known as the chromosome
theory of inheritance.
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