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- “We may not know his real name, but his art is unmistakably the work of a passionate ﬁ] o *
individual!” — Delana (Web Urbanist Journalist) i

« Although Banksy is usually recognised as a graffiti artist he is also: an environment

political activist, film director, sculptor and a painter. While many people look down upon
street art claiming it is an act of vandalism, Banksy uses this style of art as a method to
provoke thought from the public and to raise awareness about social and political matters.

« Banksy's belief challenges the typical opinion that graffiti defaces neighbourhoods, he
instead argues that our cities and suburbs are ruined by companies which attack us with
giant slogans and, ‘make us feel inadequate’ (Banksy) without their product or services. He - Lo (O
detests how it is repeatedly drilled into our heads on every available public surface. Banksﬁ e L sy
says his work is a response to advertising and provides a two- way conversation rather th -

one.

- A writer for the Guardian, Charlie Brooker says, "..his work looks dazzlingly clever to |d|ots" ; e
However Banksy's work purposely has a simple surface meaning as it can be easily o
interpreted by his audience because it is, ‘.usually viewed in a speeding car’ (Banksy)

« Recurring figures and animals include: rats, monkeys, policemen, soldiers, children, and the elderly.
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hrough satire his work addresses and/or

riticises:

- Capitalism - he says, "We can't do anything
to change the world until capitalism
crumbles. In the meantime we should all go
shopping to console ourselves." His work
draws attention to the great divisions in
society, highlighting how the rich are only
getting wealthier while the poor are getting
poorer.

- Consumerism - Banksy comments on
societies excessive buying and over-
consumption on unnecessary goods, are
downward spiraling lifestyle we are living
because of this.

« War - His anti-war themed work often
focuses on the deprecation of society
because of war.

- Fascism and government systemtS’in general

terialistic world - He also critiques societies vices such as
endence on technology greed, hypocrisy, ignorance etc




CAN'T BEAT THAT FEELING, BANKSY APPROPRIATION 2004
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Environmental Example:
Banksy often comments about how ‘crazy
western consumerism' has deprecated our
environment and society. The piece pictured
above draws attention to individuals who are
denying global warming despite the
overwhelming signs i.e higher temperatures ->
melting icebergs -> rising sea levels.



EXAMPLE

Although, 'The Simpsons' is the most famous example of a
satire, here Banksy takes a dig at the fact that 20th century fox
have subcontracted studios in South Korea to increase their
profit. Alongside this it also draws attention to our reckless
treatment to the environment & animals, consumerism and
inhumane conditions in sweatshops. This is a great example
which encompasses many of his recurring themes.
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