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ersistent deficits in social communication and social interactit

across multiple contexts,

- Restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior, interests, or activities

- Symptoms must be present in the early developmental period (b
may not become fully manifest until social demands exceed
limited capacities, or may be masked by learned strategies in later
life).

- Symptoms cause clinically significant impairment in social,
occupational, or other important areas of current functioning.

- These disturbances are not better explained by intellectual

disability (intellectual developmental disorder) or global

developmental delay. Intellectual disability and autism spectrum

disorder frequently co-occur; to make comorbid diagnoses of

autism spectrum disorder and intellectual disability, social

ommunication should be below that expected for general

svelopmental level.

Level of Severity
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Level 3 - 'Requiring very
substantial support’

Level 2 - '‘Requiring substantial
support’

Level 1 - ‘Requiring support’

Level of Severity

Thecasesolutions.com

Severe deficits in verbal and
nonverbal social communication
skills cause severe impairments in
functioning; very limited initiation of
social interactions and minimal
response to social overtures from
others

Marked deficits in verbal and
nonverbal social communication
skills; social impairments apparent
even with supports in place; limited
initiation of social interactions and
reduced or abnormal response to
social overtures from others

Without supports in place, deficits in
social communication cause
noticeable impairments. Has
difficulty initiating social interactions
and demonstrates clear examples
of atypical or unsuccessful
responses to social overtures of
others. May appear to have
decreased interest in social

RRBs and/or preoccupations or
fixated interests appear frequently

Restricted interests & repetitive
behaviours
Preoccupations, fixated rituals and/or
repetitive behaviours markedly
interfere with functioning in all
spheres. Marked distress when rituals
or routines are interrupted; very
enough to be obvious to the casual
observer and interfere with

difficult to redirect from fixated interest
or returns to it quickly.

functioning in a variety of contexts.
Distress or frustration is apparent
when RRB's are interrupted; difficult
to redirect from fixated interest

Rituals and repetitive behaviours
(RRB’s) cause significant

interference with functioning in one

or more contexts. Resists attempts

by others to interrupt RRB's or to be
redirected from fixated interest.
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in General...
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ASD is not etiologically homogeneous

Key predictors for long-term progression are language
development and intelligence level.

Progression (different for all):
sub-group of children diagnosed with ASD (20-30%)
who show skill regression between 18 - 24 months

after apparently normal initial development (Lainhart

et al, 2002) while other children with ASD show
consistently delayed development.

Other Possible Causes/
linkage to Progression:
- accelerated brain growth before symptoms zppear
 hyperconnectivity in brain



