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What is Community
Ophthalmology?

- Branch of medicine created in 19/8

- Hospitals failed to provide preventive services to
populations at risk of eye disease, leaving them
to become blind due to preventable causes|l]

- Promotes eye health and prevention of visual
impairment/blindness through programs




Learning Objectives
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1. Define the terms blindness and poor vision
2. List causes of poor vision and blindness in the community
3. Describe the magnitude of blindness in the world community

4. Discuss the epidemiology of cataract and initiatives undertaken
by the WHO in management of cataract patients

9. Discuss the importance of Vitamin A in maintenance of ocular
health and describe the signs of Vitamin A deficiency with
principles of its management

6. Identify clinical features of trachoma and its staging

7. Explain SAFE strategy implemented by the WHO
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Visual Function
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There are 4 levels of visual function:
1. Normal vision
2. Moderate visual impairment
3. Severe visual impairment
4. Blindness

— Low Vision

Visual impairment includes both
low vision & blindness




Low Vision

- A significant reduction in vision that cannot be
corrected with medical glasses or contact lenses
and reduces a person's ability to function at
certain tasks[2]

« Visual acuity is 20/70 or poorer in the better-
seeing eye




Blindness

Visual acuity of less than 3/60, or a corresponding
visual field loss to , in the better eye
with the best possible correation[3]




Causes of Blindness




