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Consumption and
Identity

As discussed over the course of this semester, identity is centre
stage of contemporary politics, culture and consumption. Class,
gender and sexual orientation occupy a portion of our identity but
consumption has opened up a new possibility of identity.

The material and consumption culture both supports and
undermines efforts to create and maintain identity. The
possession of goods temporarily boosts identity, self-image and
self-esteem. Consumer culture however, creates a long-term
dissatisfaction, dependency and meaningless life.

Consumers today can buy themselves different identities through
clothing, home wares, hairstyles and even cosmetic surgery. The
following video explains the consumer lifestyle:
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The Story of Stuff (zo07) - Ch.3: Consumplion.
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