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a iS an obedient wife who while vacationing at
4 rand ISle with her family becomes very close to
. He devotes himself to her for a Summer but
they are able to pursue a romantic
ationship, Robert leaves for Mexico to try to
get his love for Edna. Edna goes into a depressing
ite and feels lonely. She begins to have a sexual
lationship with Alcee , but realizes that she still
S for Robert. She begins to Slowly become more
'« dependent. She Starts by pursSuing her
pai tlng and then decides to move out of
while her kidS and husband are away. She
\% y Madame ReiSz, a friend and Someone
\ t returns from Mexico
iS love for Edna, but Edna can
S ,!.‘ hd of marriage. Robert
n tha’ ﬁ love you- Goodbye
na travels to Grand Isle once
J *3 y state. while she is
he becomes Scared tha
ko .. ihore. So she let
J"f-, ildhood memorie
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marriage Sarvas as a huge barrier to pleasura in Edna's lifa. At tha
beginning of the novel, Sdna 18 unaware of how easily she submits to he
husband, It has bacome Sacond naturs to har to follow all of his ordars
without even Stopping to think about what She really wants for hersele
Lionce takes Edna for granted Sscing her 88 a part of his neat, orderly
world, He Sgems uncencerned about the conmection betwasn Edna and
Kobert. Léonce and his wife Speak only on cccasion, and he would much
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The Awakening follows the Story and identity crisis of
young Wife and mother, Edna Pontellier. Edna often Struggles
with dissatisfied theughts of her rels a8 a mother and wishes to
break cut of the norm and do Ssmething different with her lifs.
She loves her children very much. but admittedly confassss to
her friend. Madame Ratignalle, *T would give up the unsssential:
1 would give my monty, I Would give my life for my children; but
1 wouldn't give mysels 1 cant make it more clear; it's only

:thing which T am beginning to comprehend. which is
revealing itself to me” (pg 21 This paint in the story IS very
crucial in understanding Edna as a character becauss it
reveals the fact that Edna is changing, 5he IS now coming to
respect herSelf a great deal more, and accapting that she i
that her seciety expects her to be She loves her children, but
&he iS now realizing that her identity as a parsen is teo
pracisus to allew it To revelve arcund the requiraments of a
Life,

her by Saciety. She has had romantic fantasiss of men and love but has
always been diSappointad in Soma way. She entars into marriags with no
{llusions about love and with a practical understanding of the marriage.
Eha marriss Laonce partly becawss her family ohjacts. Edna doas have a
rebellious streak, but her marriage to Leonce Pontellisr is a practical
decision that will put an end to her foelish. romantic dreams and
mm.mw;mmwmmw.m- unthinlting,
F08
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Analtaning 18 2 vary pravalent theme in the novel Edna's diScovery of Sals
lzads ta naw ways for her te undarstand her lamg-time

able fo understand her expressions shrink, Thus, leading o her suicide.
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The Awakening followsS the Story and identity crisis of
young wife and mother, Edna Pontellier. Edna often Sstruggles
with dissatisfied thoughts of her role as a mother and wishes to
break out of the norm and do Something different with her life.
She loves her children very much, but admittedly confesses to
her friend, Madame Ratignolle, "1 would give up the unessential;
I would give my money, I would give my life for my children; but
I wouldn't give mysSelf. I can't make it more clear; it's only
Something which I am beginning to comprehend, which is
revealing itself to me" (pg 62). This point in the story is very
crucial in understanding Edna as a character because it
revealsS the fact that Edna is changing. She iS now coming to
reSpect herSelf a great deal more, and accepting that She is
Simply not, nor will She ever be, the Socially accepted woman
that her Society expects her to be. She loves her children, but
She iS now realizing that her identity as a person is too
precious to allow it to revolve around the requirements of a

ic life.
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Marriage ServesS as a huge barrier to pleasure in Edna’s life. At the
beginning of the novel, Edna iS unaware of how easSily She Submits to her
husband. It has become Second nature to her to follow all of hiS orders
without even Stopping to think about what She really wants for herself.
Léonce takes Edna for granted, Seeing her as a part of hiS neat, orderly
world. He SeemsS unconcerned about the connection between Edna and
Robert. Léonce and his wife Speak only on occasion, and he would much
rather Spend time playing billiards with the boys than Spend time with
her. LikewiSe, Edna iS unsSatisfied with her marriage. She wants freedom
away from the Strict guidelinesS of the marital expectations placed upo
her by Society. She has had romantic fantasies of men and love but has
always been diSappointed in Some way. She enters into marriage with no
illuSions about love and with a practical understanding of the marriage.
She marrieS Léonce partly becauSe her family objects. Edna doesS have a
rebellious streak, but her marriage to Léonce Pontellier is a practical
decision that will put an end to her fooliSh, romantic dreams and
fantasieS. She must walk this path forever “idly, aimleSSly, unthinking

uided"” (pg 24).
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Awakening iS a very prevalent theme in the novel. Edna's diScovery of Self-
expreSsSion leads to new ways for her to understand her long-time repressed
emotionS. During her awakening, Edna learnsS new "languages" of expression. The
Creole women, who are generally more open about their emotions, influence Edna
to express her opinionS and Sexuality openly. ThiS new freedom gives Edna a
SensSe of liberty that she hadn't known before. She alSo learns how to express
herself through art when hearing Madame ReiSz play the piano for the first time.
"She Saw no pictures of Solitude, of hope, of longing, or of deSpair. But the very
pasSionS themsSelves were aroused within her Soul, Swaying it, lashing it, as the
waves daily beat upon her Splendid body.” The music Stirs a Sort of call within
herself. Once She is awakened at how much music Speaks to her, She begins to
throw her emotions into painting. LeSSonS from Robert and her friend Alcée
teach Edna to Stop repressing her love and passion, and inStead express it.
Sadly, as Edna awakensS more and more the number of her friends who truly are
able to understand her expressions Shrink. Thus, leading to her Suicide.




Chopin wrote this Short Story between 1887-18%
while she lived in St. Louis. The Story its self was
Set in 1899. Also the Industrial Revolution and the
feminist movement were Starting. Grand Isle is
where the Story Starts off. This is a place where
wealthy CreoleS from New Orleans vacationed. The
Second part is set in the French Quarter which is
alSo in New Orleans.

-1°F (-18°C) New Orleans, La

-The New Orleans native Joe Dowie plays for the
Baltimore Orioles.

ThecasesSolutions.com




The Se@a

ThecasSeSolutions.com

The Sea in The Awakening SymbolizeS empowerment and
emotion asS Edna learns to Swim. Throughout time, the Sea
helps Edna learn that she has control over her own body.
The Sea helps Edna realizeS that She can be free and
eScape within the vast expansSe of the water. It also
functions as a lover to Edna as Chopin explains that the
touch of the Sea iS "SenSuous, enfolding the body in its
Soft, close embrace.” (Chopin 17) But Edna alSo drowns in
the sea. This contradicts what the water symbolizes in the
novel. AS water usually asSociates with cleanSing and
baptism, this can be Seen asS a Symbol of rebirth as Edna
ends her life in the Sea. The Sea could alSo repreSent the
individualism, glory, and Strength that it carries with it.




