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Summary of Case

-September 19, 1910 an intruder came in to the house of the Hiller Family
(Clarence B. Hiller, Mrs. Hiller and their four children)

-Mr. Hiller was shot twice and killed, and the daughter, according to
Murderpedia.org, was molested

-3 cartridges and 2 led slugs were found, sand in children's bedroom, Kitchen
window was suspected entryway of intruder, four fingerprints found in paint
on outside railing

-2:38 AM Thomas Jennings was spotted and questioned by the police. He was
injured and they found a loaded revolver on him. (Jennings had just been
released on parole from burglary)

-The case was taken to the Illinois Supreme Court.

Now Fingerprint identification was accepted as a means of criminal
Identification




Impact of the Decision

-For years, fingerprints have been studied
for uniqueness, identification and
criminal importance

-Fingerprint identification can be the
single most important piece of evidence
for solving a crime

-fingerprint impressions have been relied
on in ancient cultures as well as European
courts of law.

- People V. Jennings established the
acceptance of fingerprint evidence as a
means of identification in criminal law

-People V. Jennings has continued to
influence other criminal courts
throughout the history of America that
involve fingerprint analysis




