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Ethical Dilemma

Offshore drilling is a method of retrieving
oil from reserves under the ocean, with
depths from 300 to 10,000 ft. (1a)
Before the ocean floor is penetrated, a
geologist surveys the area to determine
the potential for gas and oil. (1b) Those
in favor of this practice argue that the
use of the immediate natural resources
Is financially efficient; those opposed
dispute that the oil supply is rapidly
depleting and drilling poses major
environmental hazards.
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CON: Against
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Statement: Offshore drilling is detrimental to
humanity, and it's prevalence should be
greatly decreased.
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Interference with
Human Coastal Activily

+ Coastal areas house more than half the nation's

h population. Many of these regions are heavily dependent

As the reserves close to the shore become more depleted, the operations on the ocean to contribute fo a steadly economy, whether

have to move farther out to sea. Naturally, the greater the distance from land, it's through tourism or fishing. (12}

the deeper the water will be. + The US “generates approximately $185 hillion in sales
annually and supports over two million jobs” (12) in the

+ Increased risk: Deeper drilling depths result in a greater hazard. Things fishing industry. Oil spills, big or small, jeopardize this
entirg SYS[EITI. Tourists are reluctant to come to the

like accidents, fires, and spills are more likely to occur. Robert Bea, from beaches hecause afthe harmful chemicals drifing near
the University of Berkley, explained that there’s “equipment and steel the shore.
strung out over a long piece of geography, starting at surface and - In some regions, fishing and marine animals are the
terminating at 18,000 feet below the sea floor". (1) With a longer structure, major food source. Alaskan villages are already
there's more possible weak points. struggling to calch enough Iish is] _feed their families. With
+ Bea also stated that 80% of errors are human and organizational It 1 ST I T N (iR B8 R ey
: & 7 : the citizens may not be able to feed themselves. (13)
Eg;)blerns. and 0% of these come from issues with the mechanical design. Ea if the spill is cleaned up, the praduction of fisERAE
is noted to decrease. (12
« Ingreased danger to the workers as well. In the instance of an accident, it G2
takes longer for emergency responders to reach the scene, possibly
endangering the lives of the employees. (1)
+ Each time an oil company moves even a few feet farther in depth, they're
crossing into territory they never have before. They're inexperienced at Pollution
dealing with such great depths. In the BP ail spill, many attempts to halt il
the disaster failed because the operators were ignorant on oW to handle a - briling Muds- *Used for the lusrication and eoaling of the drill hit and pipe”. {4). Every type used
plug at such depthsyas well as dealing with ice forminggdh containment Ay SO R
structures due to the freezing ocean temperatures: (3) TONS of driling fic al cutin

Danger Increases
with Time

Environmental Hazards

ec
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o catch enough fish to feed their families. With
ore drilling expanding into Alaskan waters,
-may not be able to feed themselves. (13)
spill is cleaned up, the production of fish eggs
decrease. (12)
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- "Danger Increases With Time"

+ According Lo the chart fram Greenpeace, amount al major ol spills decreased. In
the 20005 oil drilling would have been larther out in the ccean, so il danger
increased with depth, there would be more ol spills than in years with oil drilling
in shallower water, (3}

- National Commisslon on BP Deepwater Horlzan Ol Spill and Ofishore Drilling
investigated the BP oil spill made recommendations to fi weak points.

= "EB: Congress and federal and state agencles should build the
organizational, financal, scientific, and public cutreach capacities needed 1o
jput the restoration effort on a strong footing.” (11)

= It will take several years o fully implement the stringent new safety regime. . But
it is not necessary to put Deepwater drilling an hald wntil all the changes are in
place."..."We suggest a better option: build fram this tragedy in a way that makes
the Gulf more resilient, the country's energy supplies more Secure, our Workers
safer, and our cherished natural resources better protected.” {11} The
investigation alzo proposed ways o impreve the safety of workers. There will
always be dangerous jobs, but this indusiry is receiving federal aid thatis
decreasing the danger.
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"Inlerference with Human
Coaslal Activily”

= The entire coastal population is not jeopardized by oil spills.
- In the United States, “only 15% of the nation's territorial waters are open to

oil and gas exploration."(7) Thus, the fishing and coastal tourism econormy
will nat shatter from the small area that oil is extracted.

+ In wake of the Deep Harizon oil spill, offshore drilling process was inspected

and problems were revealed. There are new regulations to fix these
problems so the industry can keep expanding while being safer for the
environment. The agencies that set the new regulations did not see it fitiing
1o shut down the industry and are confident the risk of extreme environmental
damage is very unlikely with these new regulations. (1)

The fishing industry is jeopardizing its own coastal ecosystems. Commercial
fishing “destabilizes the food chain and destroys the natural habitats of mamy
aguatic species.”(15)The fishing industry is not a stable way 10 support the
economy because it is depleting many of the fish populations. “Over 70
percent of the world's fisheries are either “fully exploited, "over exploited” or
significantly depleted™.(15) Qil is not the non-renewable resource that
requires concemn in this situation; it's the fact that fishing will soon no longer
be able to sustain the economy because of its own methods.

= Finally, the United States may receive $185 billion from the fishing indusgry

naw, however it spends $330 billion on importing oil (9) Looking at the
financial side of it, a decrease in offshore il drilling would cause this mumber
to rise'and be a burden on the United States” econamy.

"Fnvironmental Hazards"

+ Deep ocean oil drilling is not the main source of oil in acean.

+ Oil'is natural seeped into the ocean from highly pressurized seafloor
rock, and accounts for 60% of the total oil in North American waters.
One oil seep off California produces a maximum of 9,125 tons of oil
per year. (12) Also, about 37% of oil comes from land based runoff
and consumption of oil. (13) Thus, offshare drilling accounts for less
than 23%.

+ When oil is combusted, it will have products such as carbon dioxide.
However, it is impractical to propose not using oil. Petroleum
accounts for 37% of the United States energy, so getting rid of oil is
not the answer.

« if oil is not used, then the 37% gap will still be there, and
renewable resources are not going to fill it. In 2011, only 9% of
the United States' energy came from renewables, and only 10%
worldwide (14), showing the technology is not able to satisfy the
world's energy demand.

« the oil will have to come from somewhere. Pollutants are
released from transporting the oil and will increase if offshore oil
drilling is stopped.
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Rebuttal of the Pro Side
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“the Irue Risk Factor”

- Although most of the major oil spills occurred in the 1990's, the
total number of il spills has majorly increased this decade. The

number of barrels of gil and toxic chemicals spilled has risen e Yoarld v N ; : o
from 4,400 in the 1990's to 6,100 in the 2000's. A barre! of ail is The World's Need for Energy
about 42 gallonls: which means thqt more than 256,200 gallons - Fossil fuels are our primary energy source, While the continuous
of oil and chemicals have been spilled into the ocean since the use non-renewable energy is an enticing thought, we should siowly
start of the ey (17) . . decrease our usage and increase the use of renewable energy.

« While new regulations wete imposed after the BP oil spill, there . Population growth: energy demand increases with population. The
have still been accidents as a result of similar failures. world's energy derﬁand is expected increase by 50% by 2020’

- In 2012' Shelll = ”(? Of; of Ala‘?k‘ﬂ‘.' Is cited aﬁ hawi n'g led well We're using the reserves too fast and the population is growing
TS EE Sy “g ano;:s a,s;w', daia albe e even faster. Yes, the world needs energy, but if we keep using non-
containment system, even though standards have been renewable energy, we won't be able to sustain ourselves for much
apparently strengthened for offshore well design. (18) longer. (20}

- The French oll company Total struggled to stop a leak of & - Renewable energy example: Solar power will be able to provide for
natural gas well for over 4 weeks, also in 2012, (19) 1 billian people by 2020. (20)

+ 40,000 bartels of oil leaked out of & loading line off the coast . Solar and wind energy can be seen as unreliable, but they run
.O' Nigeria. [.19} : complementary to each other. The sun shines during the day

“(Stricter regulations may be imposed, but human and (energy can be harnessed even on a cloudy day), and it is
mechanical error can never be truly eradicated with such generally windier at night, (21) .
complicated procedures. There's always a risk of contaminating - Dur dependency on fossil fuels is crippling, but it doesn't have ta be

our ervironment. ':anaﬂ('fﬂ[ _B(’H(?ﬁt&'” permanent. lceland is now 100% reliable on renewable energy,

The Economy: using mainly hydro and geothermal sources. (22)

+ One of the main reasons offered for the cantinuation of envirenmentally
unsound practices are financial benefits, People will do anything o preserve
our already unstable econamy.

+ The entire economy is based off of things that come from the Earth; anything
that is bought, traded, or sold will have originated from nature at some paint
in time.,

« There is a myriad of emvironmental hazards when it comes to offshore
drilling, and all of these problems can transfer directly over to the economy
{eg: the fishing indusiry, tourism, human and animal health, etc).

Jobs

+ The jobs created in drilling can be very brief, As Cindy Zipf, director of Clean
Dcean Action, says, "0Once the extraction infrastructure is built or energy
resemoirs are depleted, jobs vanish." (14)

+ Yes, many jobs are created in the beginning of the process, but that number
decreases when the machinery is established and the oil is used up. Instead,
lasting jobs can be found in "investments in renewable energy, efficiency and
conservation”, (14)

The Cost of Dil:
+Wora than a trillion dollars is a kot to pay for a for a racoursa that will someday be unavailabla,

Instead, we should focus on consenving the ol and natural gas we hawve left, and imesting in

renEvable energy sources,

+ Retewable energy sources ane nof depleted afller constant use, like s
rioenergy, hydrosel power, ges  ener gy
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Conclusion

It is important with the controversial topic of offshore oil
drilling to factor in the pros and the cons while forming
your opinion. Those who chose the be in favor of the
pro side have come to the conclusion that the practice
IS necessary for supporting the economy and should
not be shut down due to of the environmental risks.
However, those in favor of the decrease in offshore oll
drilling believe that oil resources are being used at an
unsustainable rate and the environmental effects are
too large to be ignored. Both sides have been
presented, and now it is up to you to make your
informed ethical decision.
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