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Baker speaking to Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party supporters

A Silent Leaden

Ella Baker was an unsung hero of the

Civil Righfs movement. Working
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Ella Baker was an unsung hero of the
Civil Rights movement. Working
behind the scenes, she plqyed crucial
roles in the NAACP and the SCLC,
even spearheqding the creation of
SINCC. She believed in empowering
ordinou’y people to ]oring about chqnge,
and, ’[hrough her work, our country
gc:tined the social and economic justice it

has ’roday.
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Ella Baker was born on December 13, 1903, to
Georgiana and Blake Baker. She was raised in North

Carolina, where she developed a sense of social justice
from her grancimofher, who told her stories about her
times as a slave. Her grqndmother instilled a sense of
pricle and indepenclence in the young Baker as she

listened to how her grandmother rebelled and refused

to marry a man her master had selected for her.




