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What Happened?

On March 24 1989, the oil tanker Exxon
Valdez ran aground and leaked 257,000 to
750,000 barrels of oil into the Pacific Ocean

Where? Why?

After the vessel left its pier at the marine

The Exxon Valdez collided terminal in Valdez, many changes in control
with Bligh Island Reef in of the vessel occurred.
Prince William Sound

Alaska after depa rtlng from 1. An expert ship's pilot William Murphy
the Valdez Trans-Alaska handed over control of the wheelhouse to

= = = Captain Joe Hazelwood after steering
Plpdlne terminal. through the Valdez Marrows.

2. Helmsman Harry Claar was steering the
vessel at this time and was told by Captain
Hazelwood to change course to avoid an

iceberg.

3. The captain handed over control of the
wheelhouse to Third Mate Gregory Cousins with

precise instructions to turn back into the shipping
lanes when the tanker reached a certain point

4. Helmsman Harry Claar was then relived by
Helrsman Robert Kagan for steering of the ship

5. For some reason Gregory Cousins was not able to
communicate the instructions to turn back to

Robert Kagan and the vessel collided with Bligh
Island reef and disaster struck.
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Where?

The Exxon Valdez collided
with Bligh Island Reef in
Prince William Sound
Alaska after departing from
the Valdez Trans-Alaska
Pipeline terminal.
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