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This piece & very ey aed fum, The recuring melody is catchy nd
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the various instr ments.
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“Why did the compaoser
wrile this plece of music ir

this way?

Thee song was writhen as 2 kst minute addbion o
Rodgers and Hart musical, Betsy. Irving Barlin
oviginally wiote & for his first deughtec Theve are ng
specifications & to why the music was written in ifs
particular style or way, but Beriin was a renoun
ompaserof many jazz pieces smilar Lo this one.
irving berkn was e tginally from Russia, but fled to
Werw Yfork where his musical talents and infevests
rea iy bagan In blenm. e was hemily influenced by
Tumerican Bagtime.
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Where and when was the firat
performance of this piece
[amilies of instrument

written for in the

‘The song wa= compased in mid-December 1526 by Iving
Belin. & was first performed by George Olsen znd bis
Drchestra for the Redpers and Hart musical Betsy later that
manth.

Within this piece. there-are 3 different famifes of
instriiments. There are the truimpets and trombones, which
ane member of the brass Tomiby. There ave alte, tenor and
bariome szepranes which ane part of the weodwind family,
There is & piann present and dse diums and other
percussion whichis part of the percussion family, The guitar
and hass festured are members of the string family.
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The instruments all complimant each other to reato a
enhesive sound The instruments that play the melody e
the alto saxnphones, taking the kead and pauing the path for
the remaining instruments. The saxophones are the melody
in this particular rendition as there are no present vocals. OF
wourse, the peroussion, specifically the drums, are the
rirythim af the plece, heeping all the other instruments in
time with each ather: There are 4 solos within this piece, but
ll these instruments are accampanied by peroussion, unkess
it is a percussion soky, emphasizing the importance of the
rhythrrs function within the pice Most if nat all of the solos
were ad lib, which means improvised, The whale piece is
played within a variety of minor scales,
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‘What do you like about
this piece?

Thits piece is very lvely and fun. The recurring melody is catchy and
dynamic. & has a steady beat and we especially like the harmony between
Ehe various instruments.

The harmany between the instruments (1:25 to 1:33) is something that
stands out, Combining the lower brass irstruments with the higher anes
o play @ interesting fune is an excellent way to link the main melody
back into the song.

The saxophone solo (1:40 to 2:10) is a nice contrast to the continued
trach playing in the bachground bry the rest of the orchestra. The single
saxophane player is piaying @ variation of the main tune, while the others
continue with the backing beat of the song. When they reach the main
tune. the ssxophane joins in, still playing a slightly different melody.
Towards the end (2:50), the echestra seems to play a small canan,
repesating the tunea group of the imstruments is playing.

They skow down at the end, finishing by holding 2 long note.
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‘Why did the compoaer
write thia piece of music in
this way?

The song was written as a last minute addition to
Rodgers and Hart musical, Betsy. Irving Berlin
originally wrote it for his first daughter. There are no
specifications as to why the music was written in its
particular style or way, but Berlin was a renown
composer of many jazz pieces similar to this one.
Irving Berlin was originally from Russia, but fled to
New York where his musical talents and interests
really began to bloom. He was heavily influenced by
American Ragtime.
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‘Where and when waa the firat
performance of this piece? ‘Which
families of instruments were
written for in the acore?

The song was composed in mid-December 1926 by Irving
Berlin. ft was first performed by George Olsen and his
Orchestra for the Rodgers and Hart musical Betsy later that
month.

Within this piece, there are 3 different families of
instruments. There are the trumpets and trombones, which
are member of the brass family. There are alto, tenor and
baritone saxophones which are part of the woodwind family.
There is a piano present and also drums and other
percussion which is part of the percussion family. The guitar
and bass featured are members of the string family.

Percussion




