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Thecasesolutions.com Settin g

The book The Haven takes place in a dystopian society, more
specifically, Haven Hospital and Halls in the year 2020. This is
where all Terminals stay, and are taken care of. Most of the time, the
main characters are in their rooms, the cafeteria, the classroom,
Isolation, or the operating room right near the infirmary. Also,
outside of the giant stone wall is where the Whole live. There are
secret places that only Dr. King and some of the people that work at
the hospital know about.
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At Haven Hospital and Halls, the children called Terminals think that their lives
are perfect and that they are being taken care of. Little do they know, the people
taking care of them have a secret. Dr. King, the hospital's main doctor, lets the
children believe that they are being cured, but are they really? They take Tonic so
that they will stay healthy; at least this is what they are told. This bright red liquid
actually makes them forget things from the past and mixes up the order of
events in the minds of the Terminals. Four kids find out the secret being kept
and they try to help their fellow Terminals. Shiloh, Gideon, Abigail, and Daniel all
stop taking their Tonic and do as much research as possile in order to help what
they call "the cause". What is this secret? and can they do what is needed in
order to save themselves and all of the other children? You will have to read The
Haven by Carol Lynch Williams to find out.
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Shiloh

The Haven is written in first person with Shiloh as
the narrator. She is the main character of the novel
who is very careful and hard to convince. She lost
one of her lungs because of "the Disease'. Her best
friend, and roomate, is Abigail, who helps Shiloh get
through a lot, especially getting off of the Tonic,
""The pain starts right away, if you're a few hours late
taking the Tonic, Abigail said in a hushed tone,
turning the faucet on full blast" (Williams 108).
Shiloh falls in love with Gideon once she learns
what love is. She is one of the only people in the
hospital that can remember things, even with the
Tonic, but does not know this until Gideon tells her.
Both her, and Gideon have relationships with Dr.
King that they don't know about until they are off of
the Tonic.
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Gideon is one of the first few Terminals who refuses the
Tonic. He is a very special teen at the hospital because
he has never had any kind of surgery, unlike every
Terminal. Being a natural leader, Gideon is very brave
and willing to risk everything to save his friends.
Gideon's best friend is Daniel, and he falls in love with
Shiloh, even before she knows what love is. He plays a
major role in helping her go through the shocking
change in not taking the Tonic. He is very sweet and
sincere to Shiloh, helping spark their romance later in
the book. When they are together, he opens Shiloh up
to some new experiences, specifically, relationships.
Shiloh says, "But this was not getting your life sucked
from you. My legs turned to oil and | had a hard time
standing. | needed to lean into Gideon. His lips touched
mine again" (Williams 181).
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Abigail is very optimistic and caring. Her best
friend is Shiloh and she falls in love with
Daniel. Abigail is the one who convinces
Shiloh to get off of the Tonic and helps her
through the pain that comes with it. She is one
of the first to think about leaving. To Shiloh,
"Abigail nodded. 'l shouldn' think of anything
outside of Haven Hospital and Halls, but
sometimes | do. Like, what | would do if you
were gone?' Her voice dropped to a whisper. |
wish we didnt live here™ (Williams 10). Abigail
believes in Shiloh, so she makes sure that
Shiloh knows everything she needs to know
about the Whole and what they do.
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Daniel is Gideon's best friend and has a
strong relationship with Abigail. At first, he
does not think that Shiloh is capable of going
through with thier plan and does not believe
in her. Later, though, with Abigail's help, he
slowly begins to trust in her abilities. Daniel is
missing his legs and is in a wheelchair, but it
doesn't stop him from doing what his friends
do. He is the one who did the research and
found things online while hiding it from
various people, therefore, he is very
intelligent.




